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Human rights groups are demanding a government investigation to track down military personnel
believed responsible for the abduction in the mid-1980s of 183 Guatemalans whose fate was
carefully logged in secret documents alleged to have come from military archives. On May 20, the
Washington-based National Security Archive (NSA) released the documents, identified as a secret
army log of illegal detentions, torture, and murder. Researchers at the NSA and at the American
Association for the Advancement of Science, the Washington Office on Latin America (WOLA),
and Human Rights Watch, said the log was kept between 1983 and 1985 by the Guatemalan military
intelligence unit G-2.
Kate Doyle of the NSA said an unnamed former Guatemalan military officer sold the log to human
rights groups for US$2,000. The groups acquired the documents in February, two days before the
UN-sponsored truth commission (Comision para el Esclarecimiento Historico de Guatemala, CEH)
released a report laying responsibility for 93% of the human rights abuses committed during the
civil war on the Guatemalan military and security forces (see NotiCen, 1999-03-04).
The truth commission was never able to get files concerning these abuses from the military. The
log is the first documentary evidence of systematic human rights abuses that has come to light.
The documents, bound in a spiral notebook, detail the abduction and interrogation of the victims
and include brief descriptions of what was done to them. Each entry includes a photograph of the
victim, notes on the time and place of the abduction, and reasons for the interrogation. Reasons
given included that the suspect had traveled to Cuba or belonged to an organization considered
subversive. Some of the 183 were released after promising to act as informants for the military.
More than 100 were killed, an action indicated by the code "300." Government is noncommittal
Guatemalan government officials who examined the documents did not dispute their authenticity
but suggested the log was not something that would have been found in military files. President
Alvaro Arzu said it would be "unfair to accuse the government of trying to hide documents that
it does not control." The period covered in the log coincides with the military regime headed by
retired Gen. Oscar Mejia Victores (1983-1986).
Mejia Victores told the newspaper El Periodico he knew nothing about any disappearances,
torture, or extrajudicial executions while he was in office. Since the documents were not printed on
official military letterhead and had no signatures or seals, he concluded they were false. "All army
documents are prepared on letterhead and carry the signature of the person responsible," he said.
He suggested the abuses detailed in the log were probably carried out by leftist guerrillas against
some of their own, "although others [who were killed] could have had accidents."
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Defense Minister Gen. Hector Barrios Celada told reporters he could neither confirm nor deny
the authenticity of the documents, a job that must be left to the courts. He added that all military
documents more than ten years old that were not turned over to the truth commission had been
destroyed. "We can't keep mountains of paper that are no longer of any use," Barrios said.
Otilia Lucs de Oti, who was a member of the truth commission, said, "We asked them [the military]
for reports on people who had disappeared or who were killed on the street, and they told us such
documents did not exist. That was always their argument. But we knew that an institution like the
military, that takes such pride in its history, had to have more than they were giving us."
A day after release of the log, Aura Elena Farfan, head of the Familiares de Desaparecidos y
Detenidos en Guatemala (FAMDEGUA), said her organization had filed a request with the attorney
general to begin an investigation against those responsible for the 183 abductions. "In many
disappearance cases, we noted the license-plate numbers of the vehicles that were used by the
G-2, and the information in the document coincides with what we have," said Faran. Other human
rights and victims associations have begun to coordinate efforts to force the Arzu administration
to open an investigation. [Sources: The New York Times, 05/20/99; Notimex, 05/21/99; Prensa Libre
(Guatemala), 05/24/99, 05/25/99]
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